
Thalea String Quartet: Sample Outreach Program

“TRAVEL THE WORLD WITH THE THALEA STRING QUARTET!”

This outreach performance is meant to introduce students to music from around the world, from 
the 1700’s to the present day. It will introduce different musical and historical concepts and will 
show how the string quartet can interpret a variety of different musical styles. The program lasts 
about half an hour with time set asides for Q and A between students and the quartet. 

Outline: 

Introduction: The quartet bows and introduces themselves to the students. This is followed by a 
brief demonstration of the instruments in a string quartet, including size comparison and 
demonstration of the different open strings. 

Haydn - String Quartet Op. 76 No. 5: I. Allegretto
The quartet will introduce Joseph Haydn, the “father of the string quartet” and will discuss how 
he created the genre of the string quartet and wrote a number of masterpieces for the 
ensemble. They will discuss how Haydn worked for a patron for most of his life and how 
important music was to the courts in Austria in the 18th century. 

The quartet will discuss the concept of “theme and variations” and will perform the opening 
theme and some contrasting versions of the theme material. They will then perform the 
movement in its entirety. 

Ravel - String Quartet: I. Allegro moderato – très doux
The quartet will now travel to France in the early 1900’s to present the first movement of Ravel’s 
string quartet. We will make connections between French music and impressionist painting and 
how composers can create colors using different techniques like pizzicato, tremolo and 
ponticello. 

Wu Man - Four Chinese Paintings : II. Turpan Dance
The Thalea String Quartet will now fly to China for the music of Wu Man! They will discuss how 
this music is inspired by a dance from the Turpan region of China and will introduce 3/4 time to 
the students.  We often ask the audience to accompany the quartet by singing along to the main 
theme of the piece. 

Garth Knox - Satellites: III. Dimensions
Earth is SO yesterday! The quartet will now zoom into outer space for Garth Knox’s intergalactic 
piece Dimensions. This piece features a number of wild extended techniques so we will start by 
demonstrating all the different “bow dimensions”. This piece is always a huge hit with our 
audiences. 

The last few minutes are dedicated to open Q and A with students and the quartet. 

Program length and repertoire are subject to change based on age of students. 


